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Dr. Price’s Remarks on Mr. Burke’s Pamphlet. 
M3; BURKE, in his reflections on the Revolution in France, 


denies feveral of the principles which in my papers are 
faid to be the principles of the Revolution. He afferts that our 
Kings do not derive their right to the Crown from the choice of 
their people, and that they are not refponfible to them. And yety 
with wonderful inconfiftency, he intimates, p. 123, that a wicked 
King may be punifhed, provided it is done with dignity ; and he 
is under the neceflity of granting that King James was juftly de- 
prived of his Crown for mifconduét. In p. 19, he mentions the 
legal conditions of the compact of fovereignty by which our 
Kings are bound. ‘The fucceffion of the Crown he calls a fuc- 
ceffion by law; and the law, p. 28, he calls an emanation from 
the common agreement and original compact of the ftate, and 
the conftitution he alfo calls the engagement and pact of fociety. 
In p. 26, he cites as an authority againit the right of the people to 
chufe their own governors, the very act for fettling the Crown 
on William and Mary, which was an exercife of that right, and 
the words of which are: ‘ The Lords and Commons do in the 
name of all the people fubmit themfelves, their heirs and pofteri- 
ties for every” &c. &c. The aét having been pafled on purpofe 
to eftablifh a change in the fucceffion for a mifconduct; it cannot 
be fuppofed that it was intended to deprive the nation for ever cf 
the power of making again any fuch change, whatever reafons, 
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appearing to the nation fufficient, might occur. That is, it can- 
not be fuppofed that it was the intention of the act to fubject the 
nation for ever to any tyrants that might happen to arife in the 
new line of fucceflion. And yet this is the fenfe in which Mr. 
Burke feems to underftand it; and he grounds upon it his af- 
fertion in p. 27, “that fo far was the nation from acquiring by the 
Revolution a right to eleét our Kings, that, if we had polteffed it 
before, the Englifh nation did then moft folemnly renounce. and 
abdicate it for themfelves and for all their pofterity for ever.” — 
Mr. Burke, before he publifhed this affertion, fhould have attended 
to a fubfequent aé, which has been recommended to my notice 
by the truly patriotic Earl Stanhope. I mean the act of the 6th 
of Anne; chap. 7th, by which it is enacted that “ if any perfon 
fhall, by writing or printing, maintain and affirm that the Kings or 
Queens of this realm, with and-by the authority of Parliament, 
are not able to make laws and {tatutes of fufficient validity to 
limit the Crown, and the defcent, inheritance and government 
thereof, every fuci perfon fhall be guilty of High Treafon, &c.” 

On the 4th of November, in this year 1790, the Anniverfary 
of ‘the Britifh Revolution was celebrated, as ufual, at the London 
Tavern. 

At the feaft Dr. Price gave, as a toaft,—The Parliament of 
Britain—May it become a National Affembly! 

By this toaft no more was meant than to exprefs wifhes of fuch 
areform in the-reprefentation of the kingdom, as that the Parlia- 
ment, confifting of Lords and Commons, might be juftly deemed 
2 National Aflembly ; that is, an aflembly truly reprefenting the 
nation, and {peaking ‘its voice. But another fenfe having been 
given it, totally foreign tothe intention of the propofer and of the 
company that applauded it, it becomes proper to publifh the fol- 
lowing introduction to it, and explanation of it, which the propofer 
had prepared, but was not able to deliver. 

“ Tt isa truth almoft felf-evident, that it is the collected wif- 
dom and virtue of 2 nation that ought to govern it; and that, con- 
ron inorder to conttitute- the beft form of government, it 
is neceflary to eftablifh fuch modes of election, and fuch an ex- 
tenfion of the rights of election, as fhall beft tend to colleé& into 
the legiflatiye aflembly of a nation the greateft quantity poffible 
of the national wifdom and virtue. There can fcarcely be better 
arrangements for this purpofe than thofe which have heen lately 
adopted in France, and which form a part of its new conttitution. 
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“‘ That kingdom has been divided into nine regions ; and 
thefe regions have been fubdivided into 83 departments. It has 
been further divided into 249 equal {eétions, called territories ; 
and to each of thefe territories a right is given to oné reprefenta- 
tive in the National Affembly. Its population is likewife to be 
divided into 249 equal parts, to each of which is in like manner 
annexed a right to one reprefgntative ; and the fame is true of the 
contribution to the reveriue; fo that the number of reprefenta- 
tives conftituting the legiflative body will be hereafter three times 
249, that is 747, or nine for each of the departments taking them 
one with another, fome departments fending more than nine, and 
fome fewer, according to the greater or {maller number of the 
equal parts juft mentioned, of population and contributions which 
they contain. In confequence of thefe, arrangements, France 
muft continue always equally and fairly reprefented : and a body 
of conftituents, equal in number and in their contributions, will 
always appoint an equal number of reprefentatives. 

« But what deferves moft to be attended to, is the manner in 
which thefe reprefentatives are to be elected, 

«“ The mafs of the people (not paupers, or minors, or in fervi- 
tude) are entitled to votes. Their votes are to be delivered 
in the cantons where they refide; but the perfons thus elected are 
not to be the reprefentatives, but the electors of the reprefenta- 
tives : that is, the body of the people are to fele¢t fuch perfons as 
fhall be beft qualified to reprefent them in the National Affembly. 
‘This mode of appointing the members of a legiflative aflembly 
in a great kingdom was firft fuggefted by Mr. Hume, in one of 
his political eflays, entitled, “ An Idea of a perfect Common- 
wealth.” And perhaps a method better fitted to exclude cor- 
ruption from elections, and to colleét into a legiflature as much as 
poflible of the ability and wifdom of a kingdom, can fcarcely be 
conceived. 

«© Compared with fuch a reprefentation, what is our’s ?—The 
comparifon is too humiliating. 

“ The correction of the abufes in our reprefentation ought to 
be the firft object of the zeal of every Briton. While thefe 
abufes continue, our conftitution cannot be confidered a free 
conftitution, except in theory and form. - It wants that counter- 
poife or independence of the three ftates on one another, in which 
its eflence as a free couftitution confifts ; and the boaits we make 
of it are ridiculous. 
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« Equality of reprefentation is the bafis of public liberty 
It is the one thing needful in our government. Let us then drink 
the Parliament of Britain—may it become a National Affembly!”’ 

8 





The Hiftory of a Widow and her Family. 
(Continued from Page 588.) 


Wen they continued at Venjce, a letter came by way of 
Genoa to Eubulus, from his fifter Eliza, to this effect : 


“ My dear Brother, 


¢ What fhall I tell you? How will you be able to bear the fatal 
news of the death of our much honoured and deareft mother ? 
whofe lofs is to me more bitter than death, and will plunge you, 
I fear, into the deepeft forrow. But the other night fhe called me 
to her bed-fide, and taking me by the hand, faid, ¢ my dear child, 
I am juft going toleave you. A few hours will bear me to the 
world of fpirits. 1 willingly refign you, my dear charge, and 
your brothers, if they are yet alive, to the care of a good God, 
who will always befriend the virtuous. I rejoice, you are of that 
number. If you continue as you have fet out, you cannot fail of 
being happy. When you have an opportunity to write to your 
brothers, or fhall fee them, tell them, I died with them on my 
heart, left them a mother’s bleffing, and had no higher wifh on 
earth than to hear they were wife and good, Alas! poor Pam- 
philus, would to God, he were fo. Were I fure of this, I fhould 
die perfectly eafy. 1 hope Eubulus will return to you, and 
Heaven make youhappy in each other. Farewell, my deareft 
child! May Heaven preferve you wile and good, and when you 
drop a tear to the memory of sine mother, be excited thereby 
to imitdte whatever you thought good in ier. Oh! Farewell!’ 
With thefe words, the dear woman refigned her foul intoher 
maker’s hands, and filed in the agony of death, Oh! my dear 
brother, grief overwhelms me, I can add no more, but that 1 long 
exceedingly to fee you; that will be my only cordial, to alleviate 
the heavy lofs of your altuctionate fitter, 


* ELIZA.” 


This mournful news cut Eubulus to the heart. He grew 
impatient to return home: Ue hoped his prefence might help to 
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lighten his fifter’s grief. Agathias perceiving his friend’s un- 
eafinefs, inclined to indulge him, by haftening his return. They 
took Milan in their way home, where they found Pamphilus 
much reclaimed, by his misfortunes. Eubulus informed him of 
their mother’s death, the tender circumftance of his parting from 
her and their fifter; the deep affection they both bore him, and 
particularly the concern fhe expreffed about him, in her laft mo- 
ments. ‘The -recital of thefe, and the fight of his fifter’s moving 
letter, made fuch an impreffion on him, that they left him ftrongly 
confirmed in his virtuous refolutions. 

Eliza, after her‘mother’s death, lived retired from the world ; 
fhe kept company with only a few fele& friends. It was afweet 
retreat, where fhe lived ; there was a pretty garden, and farm 
belonging to it, the {mall remainder of the family eftate. Atthe 


foot of the garden runs a clear brook, clothed on each fide with 


little tufts of wood, and bufhes growing wildly up and down. 
This ftream, after watering the farm, lofes itfelf ina neighbouring 
wood, The reader will forgive my being fo very. minute, 
for the fake of the lovely inhabitant of this delicious fpot. She 
drefled plain and clean, and was not diftinguifhed from the farmer’s 
daughters in the neighbourhood, but by a fuperior opennefs and 
dignity in her air and manner; which appeared under all the 
homelinefs of her drefs. Her time was generally divided between 
the ceconomy of her family, and the management of the farm, 
reading, vifiting the fick, and doing kind offices to all about her. 
Her knowledge of fimples, qualified her to be ufeful to her neigh- 
bours, in moit ordinary illneffes: And a frugal, well-judged 
management of her fmall revenue, put it in her power, frequently 
to reach out her friendly hand to the affiftance of the indigent, 
whom fhe ufed to employ in different kinds of manufacture ; and 
at the fame time that fhe relieved their wants, fhe encouraged 
their induftry. Sothat her houfe was a little fanctuary to the 
painful poor: It was always open to them, and the beneficent 
miftrefs of it, at all times acceffible. Her fervants almoft adored 
her, and her amiable and wife deportment, rendered her equally 
the delight and admiration of the whole neighbourhood. I might 
have mentioned too, that fhe was fair and blooming, and of a 
fhape exquilitely proportioned. There was an uncommon grace- 
fulné(s in her mien, and fprightlinefs in her air and looks, mixed 
with {uch a peculiar fweetnefs, as difcovered the kind and humane 
temper of her foul. In tiis manner did this innocent and vir- 
tous maid pafs her tine, when it pleafed Heaven to interrupt, for 
a while, 
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awhile, the calm fhe enjoyed, and put her virtucs to ancw and 
fevere trial. 

A gentleman, who lived at no great diftance, was lately re- 
turned from his travels; ftruck with the high and very fingular 
character he had of her, he contrived this ftratagem to fee her. 
It was Eliza’s ordinary cuftom, to walk out every morning and 
evening round the farm, and along the banks of the little rivulet 
that watered it, and often with a book in her hand. Sometimes 
fhe would lay herfelf down by this ftream, and, with a delighted 
mind, enjoy thofe fimple and unvarnifhed pleafures, which virtue, 
joined with contemplation, never fails to give, in thofe rural 
Scenes ; neither envying, nor railing at the pleafures and amufe- 
ments of gayer life. One evening, as Eliza was taking her 
. ufual walk, this curicus gentleman, having got near the place, 
difmounted from his horfe, and caft himfelf on the ground, as if he 
had beenfeized with a fudden illnefs. Eliza, over-hearing a faint 
found, not unlike the groans of a perfon in diftrefs, immediately 
gave way to the fuggeftions of her compaflionate breaft; the 
rofe, and went to the place where the gentleman, whom I fhall 
call Lothario, was lying onthe ground, No fooner did fhe learn 
his misfortune, than fhe ran home to call for affiftance, and foon 
returned with fome of her fervants. Finding him, to appearance 
in great agonies, they carried him to the houfe, where the made 
him an offer of an outer apartment, till he fhould be a little re- 
covered. He thanked her kindly for her generous hofpitality, 
and tcld her, that he hoped to be well witha night’s reft. Her 
perfon, conyerfation, and whole behaviour, charmed him beyond 
expreftion ; but that modeity which appeared fo unaffectedly 
graceful, and that kind concern fhe fhewed for his health, which 
ought to have extinguifhed every ungenerous fentiment, ferved 
only to inflame a criminal paffion. At firft, he only expreffed the 
warmeft acknowledgments of her generofity: He took advantage 
after, of tie tendernefs of her concern for his illnefs —H* grew 
holder;—profefied love inthe ftrongeft terms,—and began to ufe 
fuch familiarities in his difcourfe, as were too fhocking fora 
modeft ear. This rouzed E]iza’s nobler paffions, and with eyes 
flafhing a generous difdain and indignation, fhe faid to Lothario, 
* Prefumptuous man! though I cannot blame myfelf for doing an 
act of hofpitality to a ftranger, yet lam forry it has happened to 
be fo ill placed, on an ungenerous man, who dares to abute it in fo 
ungentleman-like a manner. I thought, my own houfe would 
have beena fufficicnt protection to me, againit all indecency, 
efpecially 
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efpecially from you; but, fince it is not, you are now at liberty to 
go where you pleafe.” She then quitted the room with an emotion 
fhe could not conceal. Before he departed, he defired to feé, 
and take leave of his benefactrefs ; but fhe would not permit 
him: So, he rode off, unattended and unobferved.' He was not a 
little vexed at his difappointment ; and the repulfe he had met with 
inftead of difcouraging, redoubled his paffion. Lured therefore 
by fo fair a prey, he thought of various ftratagems to gether in 
his power, and refolved to ufe force, if fhe would not yield to per- 
fuafion. He lay inambufh for one day,in the wood { formerly 
mentioned, adjoining to the houfe. Eliza happened to wander 
farther off than ufual, and being intercepted by his fervants, 
Lothario carried her off, in fpite of all her cries and ftruggles. 
He ftopped not, day or night, till he had brought her toa very pri- 
vate country feat of his, where he kept but few fervanfs, to which 
he ufed fometimes to retire, when he defired to have little com- 
munication with his neighbours. It was a double affliction to 
poor Eliza, when fhe knew that Lothario was the author of it. 
Finding however, that fhe was entirely in his power, fhe forbore 


thofe bitter inveétives, and ufelefs exclamations, which many of 


her fex would have indulged on fo juft-an occafion, and trufted, 
that Heaven would fend her fome fpeedy fuccour. ‘Fo alleviate 
her grief and refentment, which he faw fwell high, he told her, it 
was nothing but an excefs of the moft tender paflion for her, that 
had forced him to this extremity,—that fhe might expe& fuch 
ufage as was fuited to her merit and character,—and might com- 
mand his houfé, aid all in it; for he was abfolutely at het devo-~ 
tion. She deigned no other reply but what he might draw from 
looks, which darted the utmoft averfion and contempt. . He 
allowed her, indeed, all manner of liberty, in this prifon ; -per- 
mitted her to walk, or ride out, as fhe chofe, though neVer out of 
the reach of attendants. But fhe made no attempts of that kind, 
in order to lull them in the deeper fecurity 5 and after. fome time 
affected an air of franknefs and eafinefs, to which fhe was quite a 
ftranger. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 








A REFLECTION. 


io the hiftory of the human mind it may be remarked, that 
though fafhions vary, and manners alter, yet mankind exhibit 
the 
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the fame tendencies and inclinations in the prefent as in paft ages, 
If there is. one feature that is more diftinguifhed than another in 
the character of the. prefént age, it is, perhaps, an affectation of 
uncommon gentlenefs and mildnefs and an averfion to. acts of 
cruelty and barbarity. In fome refpeéts this may be attributed to 
the improved ftate of the age in point of civilizationand polite- 
nefs; butthere is a good deal of reafon to fear, that this circum= 
ftance has given rife toa mock kind Of -civility, which may more 
properly be termed hypocrify, and which teaches us.to treat with 
as much apparent refpect a friend and a foe, and to confer a favour 
and do an injury with equal complaifance, 
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INTERESTING TRIALS. 
KING’s BENCH. 
W acer. 


R, LISKER moved, that a nonfuit fhould be fet afide, anda 
verdict entered for the plaintiff for sol. 

This was an.action brought at the affizes on. a wager, and the 
fingle queftion was, whether an action could be maintained for a 
bet on a horfe-race, which. horfe-race was illegal. Mr. Juftice 
Wilfon,..before whom the caufe was tried, was of opinion the 
action.could not be maintained. This bet was laid by the parties, 
who were indifferent {pectators, on this horfe, ‘The only ground 
of objection was that the horfe-race upon which the wager was 
laid, was illegal, and therefore it was held, that the bet was illegal 
alfo. 

He faid. it had been perfectly fettled in a late cafe, Good againtt 
Elliot, that wagers in general were legal, provided they did not fall 
within any of the rules that conitituted the exceptions. “The ex~ 
ceptions were four. 1ft, Where bets tended to a breach of the 
peace. 2d, Where they werecontrary tomorality. 3d, Where 
they affected the. intereft of. third parties, and 4th, Where they 
were contrary to found policy. Now the queftion was, whether 
this betcame under any of thofe exceptions. If faid he, I lay a 
wager with another, that he cannot beat a third perfon, this is ille- 
gal, becaufe it tends toa breach of the peace. 

Mr. Juftice Wilfon held, that an action would not lie againft a 
ftakcholder, to return the money where a battle was afterwards 
fought. 
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fought. He decided this on the authority of a cafe determined 
by Lord Mansfield, where a man gave a fum of money to a boxer, 
to be returned in the eventof his winning. But the man in this 
cafe was privy, and therefore he conceived it did not apply. 

Lord Kenyon faid, this cafe had been very well decided; and he 
fhould be forry to difturb it. 





COURT of KING’s BENCH. 
Lorry verfus M1.ts. 


THIS was an action brought by the plaintiff to recover the 
amount of a bill due from the defendant. 

The bill had been paffed by the plaintiff into the bank of Meffrs. 
Lockharts, whence, on the day it became due, it was fent bya 
clerk to the houfe of Mr, Mills for payment ; he was out at the 
time, but upon returning, he left the amount with a fervant ; the 
clerk, who alfo is clerk to a public notary, returned in the evening 
about feven, but refufed to take the amount of the bill without, 
as. 6d, the ufual fee on bills brought from a notary. 

This aétion was therefore to try the right to fuch fee, being 
laid for the whole amount including the fee. The amount of 
the bill had been paid into Court by the defendant: 

The Jury by the direction of Lord Kenyon found a verdié for 
the defendant ; a man being confidered as fulfilling his contract, 
if he difcharges his debt within the day he promifes ; and the 
early hours of bankers not neceflarily binding other men, 





COURT o KING’s BENCH. 
The Kin againft Prosser and Others. 


A few days ago came on to be argued in this Court, a queftion 
of great importance, refpeéting the poor-laws, and the rights of 
individuals to qualify themfelves, by being put upon the rates, to 
vote for Members of Parliament. 

It appeared, by the ftate of the cafe, that the overfeers of the 
poor of Leominfter, who had already made feveral rates fo un- 
equal, that the juftices of tue Borough were compelled to quafh 
them; had in April laft made a rate for the relief of the poor in 
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that borough, from Michaelmas to Chriftmas, 1789, preceding ; 
in which rate they had {till continued to omit the names of many 
perfons pofleffing ratable property—That Mr. Proffer and others, 
had applied againft this rate in due courfe, but that fuch appeal 
was not heard till at an adjournment after laft Midfummer feffions, 
That betwixt the time of fuch appeal being made, and of hearing 
the fame, the late General Election took place, at which election 
the Bailiff, whois alfo one of the juftices of the Borough, is pre- 
fiding officer, and that many perfons who were omitted to be rated 
tendered their votes at the election, but were rejected by the 
bailiff. When the appeal came on to be heard, the evidence of 
aperfon not rated was offered to prove that one of the perfons 
fo omitted to be rated, poffeffed ratable property within the bo- 
rough, which evidence the bailiff and juftices in feffions rejected. 

‘The appellants alfo oftered various other evidence, to fatisfy the 
bailiff and juftices of the truth of the appeal, all which evidence 
the bailiff and juftices rejefted; difallowed the appeal, and con- 
firmed the rate. 

Mz. Profler, by the advice of his Counfel, then appealed to the 
Court of King’s-Bench ; and we have great fatisfaction in in- 
forming the public that that tribunal appeared fo well fatisfied 
with the juftice of Mr. Proffer’s appeal that without hearing any 
of his counfel, although Meflrs. Bearcroft, Plummer, and Shep- 
herd, were heard on behalf of the juftices, they declared the evi- 
dence offered to the juftices, to be competent ; and quafhed the 
order of feffions, which decifion virtually quafhed the rate. 





Ea ——— 
WESTMINSTER-HALL 
KING’s BENCH. 
ORIEL againff Miits. 


LORD KENYON—I am now to deliver the judgment. of 
the Court upon this cafe. ’ 

_ This wasa writ of error from the Common Pleas. 

The action was brought ona covenant contained ina leafe.— 
The defendant, ‘who was called upon in this action, in anfwer faid, 
that fince that time he had become a bankrupt, and ftated the af- 
fignment of his effeéts to his creditors. He then draws this con- 
clufion, that in point of law he is delivered from the performance 
of all the covenants in this leafe. 

The 
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The plaintiff has demurred to this plea, and the queftion is, 
whether this plea conftitutes a defence, or whether the defendant 
remains liable to perform the covenants contained in this leafe. 

Some things here feem to be clear. There is no doubt in gene- 
ral, but that if an exprefs covenant is entered into, though the 
party aflign over, he continues liable under his covenant. 

he cafes very far back diftinguifh between actions of debt 
and covenant. 

It has been held, that an aétion of debt will not lay by the leffor 
againft the leffee after he has become a bankrupt. But all the 
cafes declare, where there is an exprefs covenant the obligations 
of the covenant fhould continue. 

This doétrine is founded not only in prudence, but in reafon.— 
When a man lets his eftate, he fele&ts the man who is to be his 
tenant. He trufts tohis refponfibility—and that he fhould after- 
wards flide out of his obligation to pay by means, which the land- 
lord cannot object to, feems to be hard. This, like the cafe of an 
execution, feems to be pretty fevere. 

The affignees are bound to fell, and the landlord has no choice. 
How does this cafe differ from others ? What is there in a com- 
miffion of bankruptcy that fhould vary the cafe? No pofitive act 
of Parliament has faid, that he fhall be freed from the obligations 
into which he has entered. ~The bankrupt, therefore, {tripped of 
all his property by his bankruptcy, ftill continues liable to pay.— 
The certificate makes him only a new man from the time he com- 
mitted the bankruptcy ; a new {core begins at that time; he is 

freed from all his obligations til] that time, ‘but not afterwards. In 
the language of Lord Hardwicke, what is there to difcharge an 
exprefs covenant? Is the landlord party to it? Has he delivered 
the tenant from his obligation to pay? This is an extremely 
ftrong cafe in favour of landlords; it is ftronger than any of 
thofe cafes which have been decided in their favour. I take it to 
ftand precifely on the fame footing with a fale under an execution, 
and in all the books it is calledan execution brevi manu. 

There have been feveral inftances where bankrupts after the 
bankruptcy have been pofleileJ of very large {ums, and enough to 
pay the whole of their debts, The bankruptcy of Sir Stepi den 
Evans was of tiis fort: What is there then in point of reafon, when 
property is left to difcharge all his obligations, why a man thould 
ilip out of the contracts into which he has entered? ‘his he 
{aid would be contrary both to law and equity. 


4H 2 In 
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In every view of this queftion, we are clearly opinion, this 
judgment was properly given by the Court of Common Pleas, and 
that it ought to be affirmed. 

Judgment affirmed. 
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PAROCHIAL SETTLEMENTS. 


A Queftion was lately argued and determined, of importance 
to parifhes. 

The circumftances of the cafe were fated to be as follow :— 
A fervant who was hired for-a year, left his mafter’s fervice 
without his confent five days previous to the expiration of the 
term. The reafon of his abfence was, a wifh to provide himfelf 
with another fervice after his year was expired. He was abfent 
two whole days, and upon his return, exprefled himfelf very de- 
firous to {tay with his matter till the end of the year ; but to this 
the latter objected, and offered him his wages, deducting feven 
days falary. ‘The fervant accepted of the wages with the de- 
duction, and accordingly quitted his mafter’s fervice. 

The queftion before the Court was, “ Whether under thefe 
circumftances, the fervant had gained a fe ‘ttlement by a hiring and 
fervicefor a year agreeable to the ftatute ?’ 

After the queftion was folemnly argued by the Counfel on both 
‘fides, the Court were of opinion, that the fervant had neither 
gained a fettlement by an actual nor virtual fervice ; for that by 
accepting his wages with the deduction before ftated, he had con- 
fented toa diffolution of the contrac for a year’s fervice upon the 
completion of which the fettlement mutt be founded, 





COMMON PLEAS, 


LEE verfus NEGus. 


THE defendant is a conftable it: Cripplegate Ward ; he ftopped 
the plaintiff with a bag anda quantity of melted pewter in it, who 
told him, he had it from an old iron thop in Golden-lane, This 

i;creafed his fufpicion that the pewter was the produce of melted 
beer pots. . ‘The piaintiff was committed to the Compter, and 
the next day carried before the fitting Alderman, and difcharged for 
waut of proof, 


This 








> £1.70 DD &» 7 BFP BD oe eS A ~~ 


ror =e 





this 
and 


nce 


ice 
the 
felf 
ent 
le- 
his 


en 


fe 
nd 


se ee DO YW Fh 














THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 6193 


This was an action of damages for falfé imprifonment. © Ser- 
jeant Adair, for the defendant, quoted an aé of 13th of Edward L 
inthe Appendix to Ruffhead’s Statutes, by which an officer of the 
peace in the city of London is not to be indicted, or fued in the 
Courts for any illegal apprehenfion or detention in the execution 
of his duty, except it can be proved to be malicioufly done, with 
intent to injure the perfon fo detained. 

Lord Loughbcrough faid, that the act was obfolete. His Lord- 
fhip obferved, that the publicans laboured under great hardthips, 
by the frequency of .ftealing their pots, and that it had been in 
contemplation to make the laws more fevere. The Jury, under 
all the fufpicious circumftances, would regulate their verdict ac- 
cordingly. After a few minutes confideration, a verdict was 
found for the plaintiff.—One fhilling damages. 





Intercfting Extraéts from Travels to difcover the Source of 
the Nile, in the Years 1768, 1769, 1770, 1771, 1772, 
and 1773. By Fames Bruce, of Kinnaird, Efq. 


(Continued from Page 592, and concluded.) 


HE India trade flourifhed exceedingly at Suakem and 
Mafuah, as it had done in the profperous time of the 
Caliphs. ‘The Banians, (then the only traders from the Eaft 
Indies) being prohibited by the Mahometans to enter the Holy 
Land of the Hejaz, carried all their veflels to Konfodah in Yemen, 
and from thefe two ports had, in return, at the firft hand, pearls, 
tortoife-fhell, which fold for its weight of gold, in China; Tib- 
bar, or pure gold of Sennaar, (that from Abyfiinia being lefs fo) 
clephant’s teeth, rhinoceros horns for turning, plenty of gum 
Arabic, caflia, myrrh, frankincenfe, and many other precious 
articles; thefe were all bartered, at Mafuah and Suakem, for 
India goods. But nothing which violence and injuftice can ruin, 
ever can fubfift under Turkifh government. ‘The Bafhas paying 
dearly for their confirmation at Conftantinople, and uncertain if 
they thould hold this office long enough to make reimburfements 
for the money they had already advanced, had not patience to ftay 
till the courte of trade gradually indemnified them, but proceeding 
from extortion to extortion, they at laft became downright rob- 
bers, feizing the cargo of the fhips whereever they could find 
them, and exerciling the moit {hocking cruelties on the perfon 
they 

















6:14 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


they belonged to, flaying the factors alive, and impaling thofe that 
remained in their hands, to obtain, by terror, remittances from 
Jndia. The trade wasthus abandoned, and the revenue ceafed. 
There were no bidders at Conftantinople for the farm, nobody had 
trade in their heads when their lives were every hour in danger. 
Dahalac became therefore dependent on the Bafha of Jidda, and 
he appointed an Aga, (a fubaltern governor) who paid hima 
moderate fum, and appropriated to himfelf the provifions and 
falary allowed for the pearl fifhery, or the greateft part of them. 

he Aga atSuakem endeavoured, in vain to make the Arabs 
and people near him work without falary, fo they abandoned an 
employment which produced nothing but punifhment ; and, in 
time, they grew ignorant of the fifhery in which they once were 
fo well {killed and had been educated. This great nurfery of fea- 
men therefore was loft, and the gallies, being no longer properly 
manned, were either given up to rot,or turned into merchant 
fhips for carrying the coffee between Yemen and Suez. Thefe 
veilels were unarmed, and indeed incapable of armament, and 
unferviceable by their conftruction ; befides, they were ill-manned, 
and fo carelefsly and ignorantly navigated, that there was nota 
year, that one or more did not founder, not from ftrefs of weather, 
(for they were failing in a pond) or from any thing, but ignorance, 
oF inattention. 

Trade took again its ancient courfe towards Jidda. The 
fherriffe of Mecca, and all the Arabs, were interefted to get it 
back to Arabia, and with it the government of their own coun- 
tries. ‘That the pearl fifhing might, moreover, no longer be an 
allusement for the Turkifh power to maintain it&lf here, and 
opprefs them, they difcouraged the practice of diving, till it grew 
into defuetude ; this byought infenfibly all the people of the 
Wands tothe continent, where they were employed in coafting 
veflels, which continues their only occupation to this day. ‘This 
policy fucceeded; the Princes of Arabia became avain free fram 
the Turkith power, now but a fhadow, and Dahalac, Mafuah, and 
Suakem, returned to their ancient mafters, to which they are fub- 
ject at this inftant, governed indeed by Shekhs of their own coun- 
ty, and preferving only the name of ‘Turkifh government, each 
being under the command of a robber and aflatin. 

The immenfe treafures in the bottom of the Red Sea, have 
thus been abandonéd for near two hundred years, though they 
never were .richer in all probability than at prefent. No nation 


can now turn them to any profit, but the Englifh Eaft India,, . 


Company, 
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Company, more intent on multiplying the mamber of their 
enenes, ‘and weakening themfelves by fpreading their inconfi- 
derable force ,over new conquefts, than creating additional profit 
by engaging in new articles of commerce. A fettlement upon 
the river Frat, which never yet has belonged to arty one but 
wandering Arabs, would open them a market both for coarfe and 
fine goods from the fouthern frontiers of Morocco, to Congo and 
Angola, and fet the commerce of pearls and tortoife fhell on foot 
again. All this fection of the gulf: from Suez, as I am told, isin 
their charter, and twenty fhips might be employed onsthe Red Sea, 
without any violation of territorial ¢laims. ‘The myrrh, the 
frankincenfe, fome cinnamon, ahd variety of drugs, ‘are all in the 
poffeffion of the weak King of Adel, an-afurper, tyrant, and 
pagan, without protection, and willing to trade with any fuperior 
power, that only would fecure him a miferable livelihood. 

If this does not take place, I am perfuaded the time is not far 
off, when thefe countries fhall, in fome fhape or other, be fubjeas 
of anew matter. Were another Peter, another Elizabeth, or, 
better than either, another Catharine to: fucceed the prefent, in- 
an empire already extended to China; were fuch a fovereign, un- 
fettered by European politics, to profecute that eafy tafk of pufh- 
ing thofe mountebanks of fovereigns and ftatefmen, thefe ftage- 
players of government, the Turks, into Afia, the inhabitants of 
the whole country, who in their hearts look upon her alteady as 
their fovereign, becaufe fhe is the head of their religion, would, 
I am perfuaded, fubmit without a blow that inftant the Turks 
were removed on the other fide of the Hellefpont. 


The celebrated catara&t of Alata he defcribes in the following 
terms : 


“ The cataract itfelf was the moft magnificent fight that ever 
I beheld. The height has been rather exagyerated. The 
miffionaries fay the tall is about fixteen ells, or fifty feet. The 
mieafuring is, indeed, very difficult; br:t, by the polition of long 
fticks, and poles of different lengths, at different heights of the 
rock, from the water’s edge, | may venture to fay that itis nearer 
forty feet than any other meafure. ‘The river had been confi- 
derably increafed by rains, and fell in one fheet of water, without 
any interval, above half an Englifh mile-in breadth; with aforce 


and noife that was truly terrible, and which ftunned and made me, _ 


for a time, perfectly dizzy. Athick fume,or haze, covered the 
‘ fall 
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fall all round, and hung over the courfe of the ftream both above, 


and below, marking its track, though the water was not {een.”’ 


At Teawa foft fcenes,fucceed, but overfhadowed with deeper 
horror. ‘The, Shekh Fidcle having in vain exhaufted the cun- 
ning of a barbarian, at laftattempts to extort gold from our hero 
by force. “ Hakim, infidel. or devil, confider where you are. 
This is the room where. Mck Baady, a. King, was flain by the 


hand of my father ; look at his blood where it has ftained the. 


floor*, which never could be wafhed out .... either give me 2000 
piaftres before you go out of this chamber, or you fhall die.” 
Here he drew his fword, and “ withabravado threw the fcab- 


bard into the middle of theroom, and —s up the fleeve of his 


fhirt above his elbow, like a butcher, faid,;1 wait your anfwer !” 
What a moment of danger for the defcendant of Scottifh Kings, 
of awful fufpenfe for his reader |! Mr. Bruce feems luckily to have 
recollected'a {cene in one of our popular comedies, where a Peer 
drawing his fword upon a commoner whom he fuppoles unarmed, 
is difconcerted by a piftol which emerges from his pocket ; fo 
when Mr. Bruce puts his hand on. his blunderbufs the ruffian 
Shekh drops his {word, and falls back on his fofa.... “ Hakim, 
I was but jefting.” , 


Concerning the poifonous wind of the defert he fays, 


“ We had no fooner got into the plain than we felt great 
fymptoms of the fimoom, and about a quarter before twelve, our 
prifoner firft, and then Idris, cried out, “ The fimoom ! the 
fimoom !”” My curiofity-would not fuffer me to fall down with- 
out looking behindme. Aboutdue fouth, a little to theeaft, I faw 
the coloured hazeas before. It feemed now to be rather iefs 
comprefied, andto have with ita fhade of blue. The edges of 
it'were not defined as thofe of the former, but like a very thin 
fmoke, with about a yard in the middle tinged with thofe colours, 
We all fell upon our faces, and the fimoom pafled witha gentle 

ing wind. It continued to blowin this manner till near three 

o’clock ; fo we were all taken ill that niglit, and fcarcely ftrength 

was leftus to loadthe camels and arrange the baggage. ‘This 

day one of our camels died, partly famifhed, partly overcome 

with extreme fatigue; fo that, incapable as we were of labour, 
we 


* Qu. Does not this imply thatthe floor was of boards ? if fo, it 


is an European idea, 
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we were obliged, for felf-prefervation’s fake, to cut off thin flices 
of the flethy part of the camel, and hang it in fo many thongs 
upon the trees all night, and after upon the baggage, the fun dry- 
ing it immediately, fo as to prevent putrefaction.” 


It wasthe roth of January, 1773, when the author artived at 
Cairo, whence he was induced, by the troubles of the country, to 
proceed to Alexandria, and at that port to embark for Marfeilles. 


The Bankfia Abyffinica has its medicinal virtues ; they are thus 
defcribed : 


“ The cuffo is one of the moft beautiful trees, as alfo one of 
the moft ufeful. It isan inhabitant of the high country of Abyf- 
finia, and indigeneous there ; I never faw it in the Kolla, nor in 
Arabia, nor in any other part of Afia or Africa, It is an initance 
of the wifdom of Providence that this tree does not extend beyond 
the limits of the difeafe of which it was intended to be the medi- 
cine or cure, 

“ The Abyflinians of both fexes, and all ages, are troubled 
with a terrible difeafe, which cuftom, however, has enabled them 
to bear with a kind of indifference. Every individual, once a 
month, evacuates a large quantity of worms! thefe are not the 
tape worm, or thofe that trouble children, but they are the fort of 
worm called Afcarides; andthe method of promoting the eva- 
cuations is by infufing a handful of dry cuflo flowers in about two 
Englith quarts of bouza, or the beer they make from teff; after it 
has been fteeped all night, the next morning it is fit for ufe.— 
During the time the patient is taking the cuflo, he makes a point 
of being invifible to all his friends, and continues at home from 
morning till night. Such too was the cuftom of the Egyptians 
upon taking a particular medicine. It is alledged that the want 
of this drug is the reafon why the Abyflinians do not travel, or if 
they do, moft of them are fhort-lived.” 


The teff, one of the cerealia, which chiefly fupplies this coun- 
try with bread, clofes the vegetable lift; The bread is made by 
moiftening the teff flour with water; the mais is placed at fome 
diftance trom a fire, till it ferments (is no leaven ufed?); it is then 
baked in cakes two feet in diameter. The raw flefh is wrapped 
up in this bread, with fait and Cayenne pepper. At a feaft many 
of thefe cakes are placed one upon another, the whiteft uppermott ; 
Vor. XVI, 414. 41 diferent 
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different fets of people dine, one after another, and “ each, when 
he has done, wipes his fingers on the bread he is to leave for his 
fucceflor ;” “he bouza or beer, is faid to be made of teff bread, 
toafted and digefted in warm water till it ferments. 

In the article Hyana he aflumes a tone of defiance. He fhall 
not wafte time in difcufling the errors of others ; he fhall put it 
in the reader’s power to reject any of the pretended hyznas that 
authors fhall endeavour to impofe upon them. He allows not- 
withftanding that Buffon’s hyzna is of a different fpecies. Before 
he fulfils this promife, he itops to relate an anecdote, in which he 
appears not Jefs {uperior to the animals of Abyflinia in conduét and 
courage than he has already proved himfelf to the men : 


“ They were a plague in Abyflinia in every fituation, both in 
the city and in the field, and I think furpaffed the fheep in number. 
Gondar was full of them from the time it turned dark till the dawn 
of day, feeking the diflerent pieces of flaughtered carcafes which 
this cruel and unclean people expofe in the ftreets without burial, 
and who firmly believe that thefe animals are Falafha from the 
neighbouring mountains, transformed by magic, and come down 
to eat human flefh in the dark in fafety. Many a time in the 
night, when the King had kept me late in the palace, and it was 
not my duty to lie there, in going acrofs the fquare from the King’s 
houfe, not many hundred yards diftant, I have been‘apprehenfive 
they would bite mein the leg. ‘hey granted in great numbers 
about me, though I wasfurrounded with feveral armed men, who 
feldom pafied a night without wounding or flaughtering fome cf 
them. 

«“ One night in Maithha, being very intent on obfervation, 
I heard fomething pals behind me towards the bed, but upon 
looking round could perceive nothing. Having finifhed what 
1 was then about, | went eut of my tent, refolving dire€lly to return, 
which 1 immediately did, when] perceived large blue eyes glaring 
at me inthe dark. I called upon my fervant with alight, and 
there was the hyzna ftanding nigh the head of the bed, with two 
or three lagge tunches of candles in his mouth. To have fired 
at him I was in danger of breaking my quadrant, or other furni- 
ture; and he (eemed, by kecping the candles fteadily in his mouth, 
to wilh for no other prey at that time. As his mouth was full, 
and he had no claws to tear with, 1 was not affaid of him, but 
with a pike ftruck him as near the heart as I could judge. It was 
not till then he dhewed any figns of fiercenefs; but, upon fecling 
his 
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his wound, he let drop the candles, and endeavoured to run up the 
fhaft of the fpear to arrive at me, fo that, in felf-defence, 1 was 
obliged to draw out a piftul from my girdle and hoot him, and 
nearly at the fame time my fervant cleft his fkull with abattle-ax.”” 


The frequency of hyznas in the eaft, and their familiarity 
and boldnefs in approaching the habitations of man, is a well-at- 
tefted faétin their natural hiftory. AtGambron they go out in 
the night, and fometimes fteal the children from the fide of their 
parents at the feafon the inhabitants fleep in the open air. 
Mr. Bruce’s plate and defcription prefent the habit and manners 
of the dog kind. The young afs, goat, and fox, which an hyena 
confined by Mr. Bruce eat up in one night, thew the keennefs of 
this creature’s appetite. 





Anfwer, by Furze Stub, Long Moor, to Fidélio’s Rebus, inferted 
September 20. 


FR yw is by much the richeft ore, 
And hungry mifers it adore. 

*t* We have received thelike anfwer from W. D. T.Daw, 
T. Hannaford junior, T. Giles, and J. French, of Totnes; John 
Collins, Uffculm ; J. H.of Lyme; J. Whiteway, of Darting- 
ton; R. Gilbert, of Crediton; Mofes Hill, of Afhburton; 
W. Mullings, of Silverton; and S.G. S. of Cullompton. 





Anfwer, by G. Webb, of Dawlifh, to 8.G.8.'s Charade, inferted 
September 2.0. , 


OUR charade, Mr. S. G. S. I gaz’d very hard on, 
As we hope tobe pardon’d we ought for to PARDON, 





Anfwer, by T. Hannaford junior, of Totnes, to C, C.’s Enigma, in- 
Jerted September 20. 
OUR enigma, Sir, I'll tell you true, 
*Tis money ora BOTTLE-SCREW. 
{tt We have received the like anfwer from Philomyfticus, 
of Lifkeard ; J. Collins, of Uffculm; R. Gilbert, of Crediton ; 


and J. Whiteway, of Dartington. 
: 412 A QUES- 
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A QUESTION, by Fohn Harris, of Mr. Whitcombe’s School, in 


Plymouth. 


EQUIRED by arithmetic the leaft whole number which, 
if divided by 9, by 7, and by 5, fhall leave aremainder of 2 


at each divifion. 








An ENIGMA, by W. D—— Miller. 
oe ev’ry fcribbler’s now become a poet, 


Or what is worfe, doth lay pretenfions to it 5 

Why may not Ia humble ruttic write, 

And like my neighbour offer up my mite ? 
Illiterate quite, unknown to any mufe, 

Nowat a lofs a thefis for to chufe, 

You'll furely pardon this my firft attempt, 

If I’ve no merit—fcreen me from contempt, 
And tell me, in amildand friendly way, 

I’ve no pretentions to aflume the bay. 

Pray, candid reader, be not too fevere, 

When! prefent you to a friend fincere, 

Who like your humble fervant, tho’ untaught, 
Does what he’s bid, obeys your very thought ; 
He fometimes makes the forrowful more fad, 
And heavy hearts he oftentimes makes glad ; 
Like me, indeed, he has fome little fkill, 
Sometimes does good, at other times does ill; 
In youthful days was, like me, gay as air, 

Yet fpotlefs quite, and as the lillies fair ; 

In times of old was perfectly unknown, 

Ev’n now misfortune ftamps him for her own, 
The worft of treatment from his friends receives, 
So patient too it is not known he grieves ; 

The high and low poflefs him now and then, 

Is quite their flave, obeys their ev’ry whim ; 
Often he drinks, tho’ never does he eat, 

His draughts do always make him more complete. 
‘There are fo many hints already given, 
‘That the thing meant by this cannot be hidden ; 
In future I may be be fomewhat obitrufe, 
‘The hidden, myitic art mutt come by ufe. 


POETRY. 
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The SLAVES: Mm Etrecy. 


F late I paus’d upon the twilight plain 
Of Fontenoyf, to weep the free-born brave ; 
Sure fancy now may crofs the Weftern Main, 
And melt in fudden pity for the flave, 


Lo! where to yon plantation drooping goes, 

The fable herd of human kind, while near 
Stalks a pale defpot, and around him throws 

The fcourge that wakes—that punifhes the tear, 


On the far beach the mournful murmur ftays, 
And joins the rude yell of the trembling tide, 
As faint they labourin the folar blaze, 
To feed the luxury of Britith pride! 


E’en at this moment, on the burning gale 

Floats the weak wailing of the female tongue ; 
And can that fex’s foftnefs nought avail— 

Muft naked Woman fhriek amid the throng ? 


Oceafe to think, my foul ! what thoufands die 
By fuicide, and toil’s extreme defpair ; 
Thoufands, who never rais’d to Heav’n the eye, 
Thoufands, who fear’d no punifhment, but there. 


Are drops of .blood the horrible manure 

That fills with lufcious juice, the teeming cane ? 
And muft our fellow-creatures thus endure, 

For traffic vile, th’ indignity of pain? 





t Alluding to an Elegy written on the Plain of Fontenoy, by the 
fame elegant Writer, which appeared in the 10th Volume of our 
Entertainer, Page 593. 
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Yes, their keen forrows are the fweets we blend 
With the green bev’rage of our morning meal, 
The while to love meek mercy, we pretend, 
Or for fictitious ills affe&t to feel. 


Yes, ’tis their anguifh mantles in the bowl, 
Their fighs excite the Briton’s drunken joy ; 

Thofe ignorant fufPrers know not of a foul, 
That we enlighten’d may its hopes deftroy. 


And there are men, who leaning on the laws, 
What they have purchas’d claim a right to hold— 
Curs’d be the tenure, curs’d its cruel caufe— 
Freedom’s a dearer property than gold. 


And there are men, with fhamelefs front have faid, 
That nature form’d the Negroes for difgrace ; 
That on their limbs fubjection is difplay’d— 
The doom of flav’ry ftamp’d upon their face. 


Send your ftern gaze from Lapland to the Line, 
And every region’s natives fairly fcan, 

Their forms, their force, their faculties combine, 
And own the vaft variety of man, 


Then why fuppofe yourfelves the chofen few, 
To deal oppreffion’s poifon’d arrows round, 

To gall with iron bonds the weaker crew, 
Enforce the labour, and inflict the wound, 


’ Tis fordid intereft guides you; bent on gain, 
In profit only can ye reafon find ? 
And pleafure too? but urge no more, in vain, 


The felfith fubjeé to the focial mind. 


Ah how can he, whofe lot is daily grief, 

Whofe mind is vilify’d beneath the rod, 
Suppofe his Maker has for him relief, 

Can he believe the tongue that {peaks of God? 


For when he fees the female of his heart, 
And his lov’d daughters torn by luft away, 
His fons the poor inheritance of {mart, 
-—Had he religion, think ye he could pray? 
Alas ! 
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Alas! He fteals him from the loathfome thed, 

What time moift midnight blows her venom’d breath, 
And mufing, how he long has toil’d and bled, 

Drinks the dire balfam of confoling death. 


Hafte, hafte, ye winds, on fwifteft pinions fly, 
Ere from this world of mifery he go, 

Tell him his wrongs bedew a nation’s eye, 
Tell him, Britannia blufhes for his woe ! 


Say, that in future, Negroes fhail be bleft, 

Rank’d e’en as men, and men’s juft rights enjoy ; 
Be neither fold, nor purchas’d, nor opprefs’¢, 

No griefs fhall wither, and no ftripes deftroy ! 


Say, that fair freedom bends her holy flight, 
Tocheer the infant, and confole the fire, 
So fhall he, wond’ring, prove, at laft, delight, 

And inathrob of ecttafy expire. 


Then fhall proud Albion’s crown, where laurels twine, 
Torn from the bofom of the raging fea, 

Boatt ’midft the glorious leaves, a gem divine, 
The radiant gem of pure humanity. 


DELLA CRUSCA. 











For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
ODE for CBRISTMAS DAY, 1790. 
H’,. fmiling morn! Hail day divine ! 


Awake, my mufe, the mule is thine, 
Awake, in raptures fing : 
What joys, what ecftafies I find ! 
This morning brings again to mind, 


My Saviour and my King! 


In human flefh this beauteous morn, 
He condeicended to be born, 

For, man, vile finner, dire; 
He left his throne of ‘royal ftate 
To fave us from impending fate, 
From everlafting fire. 
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Say, who can ever {peak the love? 

To leave the peaceful realms above, 
To live in fuch difgrace ; 

Nay, where the labouring oxen ftood, 

Where horned cattle ate their food, 
He firft difplay’d his face! 


Symphonious mufick rang the fkies, 

The fhepherds fill’d with great furprize, 
An angel gave them joy : 

To Bethlehem go, faid he, prepare, 

You'll find the promis’d Saviour there, 
Go hail the Heav’nly boy. 


Then, lo ! a more etherial train 
Accompanied the joyful ftrain, 
And fhook the welkins round : 
Glory to God, fang they, on high, 
Good will to man be ever nigh, 
And peace on earth be found, 


Let all the nations now rejoice, 

And fend to God the chearful voice, 
Unfeignedly fincere ; 

Let this our dear Redeemer’s love, 

Our tender paffions ever move, 
And draw the thankful tear. 


Affemble all, ye lands, this day, 

And in his temples homage pay, 
And at his tables bend ; 

To future ages fing his praife, 

Proclaim his fame to future days, 
A Saviour and a friend. 


WILLIAM PAUL, 


END OF THE SIXTEENTH VOLUME. 
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